
Elementary Dept Activities - Promotion Sunday 
September 4th is Promotion Sunday for us here at SMRBC. It is a time of change for teachers, classes, and students. As 
teachers, please take the opportunity to have fun getting to know your kids, getting to know each other, and reviewing the 
Life of Christ and the Book of Acts that they’ve been studying since Christmas, and setting some guidelines and 
expectations for your class.  
 
You’ll find below some suggested activities for your class. Feel free to use what you like, add activities to it if you choose, or 
omit what you don’t think will work in your classroom. 

Class Goals: 
 Get to know the children 

 Review lessons of Life of Christ and book of Acts (so far) through questions/games 

 Let teachers get to know each other and become familiar with the classroom 

 Set guidelines and expectations for your class 

Some Major Stories to Review 
Possible stories in order: 

 Matthew 1 Jesus Christ Is Born 

 Matthew 2 Jesus Is Worshiped 

 Matthew 3:1–12 John Prepares the Way for the Lord 

 Matthew 3:13–17 John Baptizes Jesus 

 Matthew 4:1–11 Satan Tempts Jesus 

 Matthew 4:12–25 Jesus Calls the Disciples 

 Matthew 8:18;23–34 Jesus Calms the Storm and Casts Out Demons 

 Matthew 9:1–8 Jesus Forgives Sin 

 Matthew 12:22–50 Jesus Rebukes the Pharisees 

 Matthew 14:13–21 Jesus Feeds the Multitude 

 Matthew 14:22–33 Jesus Walks on the Water 

 Matthew 16:13–17, 21–27 Jesus Defines Discipleship 

 Matthew 17:1–8 Jesus Is Transfigured 

 Matthew 19:16–26 Jesus Confronts the Rich Young Ruler 

 Matthew 21:1–11 Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 

 Matthew 26:75–27:26 The Trial and Denial of Jesus 

 Matthew 27:27–66 Jesus Endures the Cross 

 Matthew 28: 1–20 The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

 Acts 1:1–11 Jesus Returns to Heaven 

 Acts 2:1–47 The Holy Spirit Arrives 

 Acts 3:1–26 Peter and John Preach the Gospel 

 Acts 4:32–5:11 Ananias and Sapphira Lie to the Holy Spirit 

 Acts 5:17–42 The Gospel Continues to Spread 

 Acts 6:1–7:60 The Jews Resist the Holy Spirit 
 

Get To Know The Class Activities 

Get to Know You Activity: 

Use the attached sheet to learn more about the kids. Give the kids a chance to write a description or draw a picture for 
each section. As you go along, you can ask particular students to show/describe what they drew or wrote to you and to the 
class. 



 
Feel free to discuss kids’ answers, contribute your own likes and dislikes, and have fun getting to know the kids! 

Name Game 

Sit in a circle and the leader will start and finish the game. Ask everyone to pick a word that starts with the same sound as 
their first name.  The word may or may not describe the person. The leader says the word he or she picked and then their 
own name.  (Silly Susan ) The person sitting on the leader's left goes second and says the leader's name and then adds their 
own (Silly Susan, Daring Darlene). Keep going around the circle until it gets back to the leader, who has to do the whole 
group! 
 
 This game is easier than it sounds and a lot of fun.  Encourage the person whose turn it is to try to do it on their own, but 
people do offer help or clues if someone gets stuck. By the time the leader has finished, a few of the kids on the left side of 
the circle may want to try to do the whole circle too! 

I Like To… 

A variation on the previous game.  
 
Sit the group in a circle (adults and children). Ask everyone to think of something that they like to do. Then pick someone to 
start by telling the group for example “I like to swim”. The person to their right will then tell the group what the first person 
liked and adding what they like to do, for example “Fred likes to swim, I like to walk”. 
 
This continues right around the circle until the last person has to say what everyone likes to do. Other members of the 
group can prompt by miming the activity if anyone falls into difficulty. This game can be played by students of all ages, 
where older children may turn it into a much more humorous game by making up silly sentences. 
 

Review/Get to Know You Jeopardy 
The game is a PowerPoint presentation. If you are familiar with our usual Jeopardy review game, this one is a little 

different. There are no categories to this game, just point squares. Each square has either a question or an activity for the 

individual or whole group to do. You can divide into teams and use the points, or you can just leave them as individuals and, 

either give points to the individual, or not worry about the points. 

Click through to the main game board. Click on the number to go to the value screen, then on the slide to go to the 

question/activity, then on the slide again (on the edges, outside of the text area) to return to the game board. Practice at 

home to see how it works (warning, occasionally the game has a glitch and doesn’t darken the last category/value you 

visited. Just continue on and it will fix itself.) 

I will email a link to the file to you this week for your review. You don’t have to bring or load the game on Sunday, it will be 

preloaded on the laptop/TV. 

Guidelines/Expectations 

Clear Expectations 

For all classrooms, it’s best to have clear expectations and consequences for behavior. Explain that you expect them to do 
“the right thing in the right place”. Discuss the structure of your class, the opening time, small group time, or large group 
time. When is it OK to talk and goof off, when do they need to sit quietly and listen. At what times do they need to raise 
their hands? Are there any specific rules to your classroom that you need to let them know ahead of time? 
 
Here is a specific example.  The preteen teachers may decide students should not ask to go to the restroom during the Bible 
lesson time (unless it is an emergency, of course).  They should be told that going before the lesson, after the lesson or 
during the warm-up activities is the right time to use the restroom.   
THREE CHOICES SYSTEM. This is the simple structure Pastor Dustin uses when he’s working with kids from 5 years old 
through Preteens.  I typically tell students that they do not have to be old and have gray hair to display God’s wisdom.  I 



normally share some verses from Proverbs 4:7-19.  God’s wisdom is the foundation for learning, relationships, work and 
practically anything else we can think of.  I explain that it is sometimes hard to remember all the rules.  I stress the 
importance of rules, like why I make my 3 year old hold a hand in a parking lot.  However, if they will remember these three 
choices they will almost always find themselves following the rules.  Here they are: 
 
Choose to be Respectful 
Choose to Learn  
Choose to be Safe 
 
I talk about each choice and explain some rules that might fit into that choice.  I explain that these are my expectations.  If 
they choose to make these choices in class, they will display Godly wisdom and not have any problems in our class. When 
inappropriate behavior is observed, you can simply ask, “Johnny, are you choosing to learn?” 
 
Due to the nature of a Sunday school class that only meets once a week and is comprised of visitors and some infrequent 
student attendance, these expectations and rules will need to be repeated often and throughout the year.  Thus the reason 
for three choices, and not a list of rules to remember.   

Review Questions 
These review questions are taken in order from the lessons. Pick some of these questions to review and reinforce key 

truths. Feel free to break up these questions among related activities, or to select just a few.  

 

 What are the names of Jesus in Matthew 1? 

 Jesus is called: “The Lord is Salvation”; Immanuel: “God with us”; Christ:“Anointed One”; Son of David; and Son of 
Abraham. 

 Who was Jesus’ mother and who was she pledged to be married to? 

 Mary was Jesus’ mother and she was pledged to be married to Joseph. 

 What did the Angel of the Lord tell Joseph to name the baby? 

 Jesus 

 What place were both King Herod and the wise men looking for? 

 Where Jesus was born. 

 What led the wise men to the King of the Jews? 

 God appointed a star to direct the wise men to the place where Jesus was living. 

 How did the wise men respond to the birth of Jesus? 

 They were overjoyed (5:10), and sought to worship Him with the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (5:11). 

 How did King Herod respond to Jesus? 

 Herod despised Jesus and tried to kill Him. 

 How was John dressed and what did he eat? 

 John’s clothes were made out of camel’s hair and leather. He ate locusts and honey. 

 Who was the One that John said would come after him and would be greater than him? 

 Jesus 

 Who came to John to be baptized? 

 Jesus 

 What special thing happened after John baptized Jesus? 

 When Jesus came up from the water the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. God the 
Father’s voice called from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 

 Who came to tempt Jesus? 

 The devil, or the tempter, came and tempted Jesus. 

 How did Jesus resist the temptation? 

 Jesus answered Satan’s temptation with Scripture. Jesus’ only need was to obey God’s command—not to eat! 

 Why did the disciples become afraid when sailing across the lake? 

 The Bible says that a great storm caused the waves to sweep over the boat. 

 What did the disciples find Jesus doing during the storm? 



 The disciples found Jesus sleeping on the boat. 

 Why did the disciples awaken Jesus? 

 The disciples awoke Jesus because they knew He had the power to save them. Because they were afraid of dying in 
the great storm they asked Jesus for help. 

 What did the friends of the paralyzed man do? 

 They took him to Jesus because they had faith that Jesus could heal him. 

 What did Jesus say to the paralyzed man? 

 He said, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you” (Matt. 9:2). 

 What is a parable? 

 A short story with a spiritual message. 

 Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

 God’s timing wasn’t right yet for everyone to hear and understand the message that Jesus was teaching. 

 What does it mean to have “ears to hear”? 

 The people with “ears to hear” are those who God allows to understand His message. 

 What did Jesus do with the 5 loaves and 2 fish? 

 Jesus thanked God for the food and gave it to the people. When they were done they were all full and there were 
12 baskets of leftovers. 

 What did Peter ask Jesus when he saw Him walking out on the water? 

 Peter asked if he could come out onto the water also. 

 What happened when Peter walked out onto the water? 

 Peter was distracted by the wind and waves and sunk into the water. 

 What happened when Peter sunk into the sea? 

 Jesus reached out and saved him. When Jesus got back into the boat the storm stopped. 

 When Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” (16:13), what did the disciples say 
that people were saying? 

 Some people believed Him to be John the Baptist. Others believed that Jesus was a former prophet, like Elijah or 
Jeremiah that had come back to life. 

 What did God reveal to Peter? 

 Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God” (Matt. 16:16). God the Father had revealed to 
him the truth about Jesus’ identity. 

 What did Jesus say that people who want to follow Him must do? 

 If anyone wanted to follow Jesus as His disciple, Jesus said that they would have to follow His example by denying 
themselves, taking up their crosses and follow Him. 

 How does Jesus enter into Jerusalem? 

 The disciples put their clothing on the colt and Jesus rides it into Jerusalem. 

 What did the crowds say when they saw Jesus entering the city? 

 They said, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!” (Matt. 21:9). 

 What did the people do as Jesus came down the street? 

 The people in Jerusalem laid their coats and palm branches on the road before Jesus. 

 Why did the religious leaders want Jesus to die? 

 They did not like Jesus’ message of salvation. They did not want to believe that He was the Messiah and Son of God. 

 What did Jesus do for man’s sin? 

 Jesus was killed on the cross so that man could spend eternity with God. 

 How was Jesus killed? 

 He was crucified on the cross. 

 When the people saw Jesus on the cross, what did they do? 

 They mocked and insulted Him. 

 What were the signs that accompanied Jesus’ death? 

 The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, there was a great earthquake, rocks were split open and 
tombs of saints were broken open (who would later testify). 

 Who was in control of Jesus’ death? 



 God. 

 Why did Jesus die on the cross? 

 Jesus died so that anyone who trusts in Him can have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

 What did the angel of the Lord tell the women who went to Jesus’ tomb? 

 The angel told the women that Jesus was no longer dead. Jesus had arisen from the dead just as He had promised 
them He would. The angel told them to go and tell the disciples that Jesus was now alive. They were not to delay, 
but they were to go to them quickly. The angel also told them that they would see Him in Galilee.  

 How did the women respond to the angel’s announcement? 

 The women did exactly as the angel had told them to do. They went with haste to tell the disciples the good news 
that Jesus had arisen from the dead just as He promised them He would. They ran to the disciples with great joy. 

 Who met the women as they were going to the disciples? 

 Jesus met these women as they were running back to the disciples. When they saw Jesus, He said to them, 
“Rejoice!” This they did, and they worshiped Him because they knew that He had truly risen from the dead. By 
seeing Jesus for themselves, they definitely had no doubts. Jesus also told them the same message that the angel 
had given—“Go and tell the disciples the good news.” In this, they also did just as Jesus said. 

 Where did Jesus tell the disciples to stay? 

 Jesus told the disciples to remain in Jerusalem. 

 What did Jesus tell the disciples that they would receive? 

 Jesus told them to wait for the promise of the Father. 

 What was the promise of the Father? 

 The promise of the Father was the Holy Spirit. 

 What did Jesus instruct the disciples to do after they received the Holy Spirit? 

 Jesus said that they would be His witnesses. 

 Where did Jesus tell the disciples to go as His witness? 

 Jesus said to give the gospel (good news) to those in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 

 What did Jesus do after giving these instructions? 

 He rose up into the clouds to return to heaven. 

 Where did the disciples go? 

 The disciples waited in Jerusalem as Jesus had instructed them. 

 Where were the apostles waiting on the day of Pentecost? 

 They were waiting in Jerusalem as Jesus had told them to do. 

 What did the people hear? 

 They heard a noise that sounded like a rushing wind. 

 What did they see? 

 They saw things that looked like flames above the people. 

 What did the apostles begin to do? 

 They began to speak in different languages. 

 What did the people think about this? 

 Some people thought they had been drinking alcohol. 

 What did Peter say to the people? 

 He told them that they were not drunk but explained what was happening. He told them about Jesus. 

 What did the people think? 

 Many people trusted in Jesus to save them from the punishment of their sins. 

 Who was going to the temple in today’s lesson? 

 Peter and John 

 Who did Peter and John meet as they were going through the gate called Beautiful? 

 There was a man who could not walk. He asked Peter and John for money. 

 What did Peter tell him? 

 He said that they had no money but what he did have he would give to him. 

 What was it that Peter gave to the man? 

 Peter said in Jesus’ name for the man to stand, and his legs became strong and he stood. 

 What did Peter say to the crowd? 



 He told the people about Jesus’ life and death and that it was by Jesus that this man became well. 

 What did the religious leaders do? 

 They arrested Peter and John then questioned them the next day. 

 About how many people believed after Peter spoke? 

 5,000 men 

 What did the believers do for each other? 

 They sold their possessions and gave to anyone who had need. 

 What did Joses do with his money? 

 Joses gave his money to the apostles. 

 What did Ananias and Sapphira do with their money? 

 They gave part of the money to the apostles but they lied and kept some for themselves. 

 What happened to Ananias when he gave the money to Peter? 

 Peter asked him why he lied to the Holy Spirit and then he died. 

 What happened when his wife Sapphira when she came to Peter? 

 She also fell down and died. 

 What did to the people when they heard about Ananias and Sapphira? 

 They became very afraid when they heard the news. 

 Who did not like that the apostles were healing people in Jesus’ name? 

 The religious leaders. 

 Why didn’t they like what the apostles were doing? 

 They were jealous because the apostles were getting more attention than they were. 

 What did the religious leaders do to Peter and John? 

 They threw them in jail. 

 What happened at night while they were in jail? 

 The Lord sent an angel to open the doors of the prison and let the disciples out. 

 What happened when they came to get the disciples? 

 They found that the prison was still locked but that the apostles were not inside. 

 What did they find that the religious leaders were doing? 

 They were standing in the temple and teaching the people. 

 What did the religious leaders command the apostles not to do? 

 They told the disciples not to speak in Jesus’ name. Then they had the apostles beaten. 

 What did the apostles do after they were let go? 

 They praised God that He would use them and they kept on preaching. 

 What were some characteristics of Stephen? 

 He was a man of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom, and faith. 

 Who did Stephen preach to? 

 Stephen preached to those in Greek-speaking synagogues. 

 Who did Stephen speak to? 

 Stephen spoke to the Sanhedrin. 

 What did Stephen tell the Sanhedrin? 

 Stephen told them of God’s plan for Israel and how the Jews were rejecting the true Messiah. 

 What did the Jews think of Stephen’s message? 

 They were very angry at Stephen. They gnashed their teeth in anger at him, covered their ears, and cried out in a 
loud voice. 

 What did the Jews do to Stephen? 

 They picked up stones and hit Stephen with them to kill him. 

 What is persecution? 

 Persecution is when people are hurt because of who they are or what they believe. 

 What happened when the early church was persecuted? 

 The gospel spread to other places. 



Getting To Know You 
For each of these, write a few sentences or draw a picture that describes you! 

 

 

What is your family like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favorite TV show 

 

A food you can’t eat (or really don’t 

want to!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The coolest place ever 

  



Getting To Know You (Pt. 

II) 
For each of these, write a few sentences or draw a picture that describes you! 

 

 

 

your favorite movie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a great game 

 

If you could have a superpower – or be a 

superhero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where did you go this summer? 



 


